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Abstract:

The spatial and temporal repercussions of climate change are of an extremely complex nature. Coping with
climate change is, first and foremost, a challenge to political decision making and, considering the long-term
effects of the climate system, to planning. However, there have never been more doubts that the
political-administrative system is able to meet these requirements. Although much evidence has been put
forward in favor of such skepticism, sometimes, it is dangerous to overstate the existing limits. Drawing on
two case studies in the area of flood risk management in Germany, the article illustrates how and why
significant path change came about. In both cases, the state proved to still being a pivotal actor, due to a
number of functions that cannot be assumed by other actors. However, other actor groups-such as actors
from science, the media, NGOs, and citizen groups-play a significant role as well by providing relevant
expertise and influencing the public discourse, thus mobilizing significant political pressure.
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Resource Description

Communication: X

resource focus on research or methods on how to communicate or frame issues on climate change;
surveys of attitudes, knowledge, beliefs about climate change

A focus of content
Communication Audience: X
audience to whom the resource is directed
Policymaker, Public
Exposure : &
weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health
Extreme Weather Event
Extreme Weather Event: Flooding
Geographic Feature: @
resource focuses on specific type of geography
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Freshwater, Ocean/Coastal
Geographic Location: &
resource focuses on specific location
Non-United States
Non-United States: Europe
European Region/Country: European Country
Other European Country : Germany
Health Impact: &
specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure
Injury
Intervention: ™
strategy to prepare for or reduce the impact of climate change on health
A focus of content
Mitigation/Adaptation: &
mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource
Adaptation
Resource Type: @
format or standard characteristic of resource
Review
Timescale: @
time period studied
Time Scale Unspecified
Vulnerability/Impact Assessment: &
resource focus on process of identifying, quantifying, and prioritizing vulnerabilities in a system

A focus of content
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